German versus Hun

Ideals disappeared ; the soulless commands issued from above
suppressed all inward liberty. Not good, honest work, but
recognition in the form of titles and orders became the
essential thing. So the Siegesallee came into existence, and
the Berlin mass-production style, from which we shall not
recover in a hundred years.         MAXIMILIAN HARDEN, 1918

Our misfortune was the fact that our moral being was not
firm and independent. We had so adjusted ourselves that we
did our duty with regularity, and we had so organized our
duty that it could be performed with regularity; we had
mechanized even morality.                        PAUL ERNST, 1921

The German virtue is dissection; dissection to the very
marrow; German development proceeds by fits and starts;
epochs of wealth and flourishing growth end suddenly in a
desert ; great events are incomprehensibly far apart ; there is
a lack of mediacy, of transition, between moving parts, so
that a dead limb is riveted to a living member, and caste is
divided from caste by unclimbable walls.

JAKOB  WASSERMANN,   192!

There is no centre (to Germany), and there has never been
one ; the four centuries of the united Empire did not even
create an administrative centre. The artist, the author, unless
he could be turned into a subordinate official, was a lost
individuality, and his position depended upon the accident
of economic success. One stratum of society damns what
another praises; traditions crumble overnight; cultivation
destroys culture, erudition destroys doctrine, sentiment
destroys sense, success destroys consecutiveness, flirtation
destroys love, industriousness destroys impulse.

JAKOB WASSERMANN,   1921
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